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• Reckoning with what Gunnar Myrdal called “The American Dilemma” (of
race) was the country’s biggest domestic challenge after WWII.

• A large scale of non-European immigration post-1965 has transformed
the social/political landscape on racial inequality issues.

• Concerning blacks, although “enormous progress has been made,” we
have NOT solved the problem, and may be in danger of losing our way.

• My challenging thesis: Though still relevant, “racial bias” ideas inherited
from mid-20th century are inadequate to understand current problem.

• Pointedly: Remediation of “human developmental disparities” inhibiting
blacks’ full participation in 21st century American society is more crucial.

Race: America’s Seemingly Permanent Dilemma



A Review of the Post-1964 Trends of Racial 
Inequalities in Economic and Social Outcomes

1) African American Disadvantage Persists in 21st Century

2) Convergence to Parity Nowhere in Sight (the transition problem…)

3) Dr. King’s ‘Dream’ of Equality Has Yet To Be Realized

4) “But That’s OK Because We Finally Got Us a Black President”…?

Failed Transition to Racial Equality in the US:
October 2015 Brown University























Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Family Structure











The following slides on racial/ethnic 
disparities in educational outcomes in 
the US are taken from this report, 
which is available online at National 
Center for Education Statistics website.



















An Incarceration Explosion
Reflecting and Locking-in Racial Inequality

(I critically assessed this massive mobilization of coercive resources in my book, 
“Race, Incarceration and American Values: The Tanner Lectures,” M.I.T. Press 2008)





Four key points about Imprisonment Trends in the US, 1970-2010:

1) US Imprisonment Dwarfs that in other Countries

2) Current High Rates Unprecedented in US History

3) Incidence Wildly Disparate by Race and Class

4) Imprisonment Has Become A Key Feature of US Social Policy



What can a self-respecting black intellectual do?

I have participated in two scholarly investigations of causes 

and consequences of high rates of incarceration in the US:

1) Study group at the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

Daedalus (2010)

2) Expert panel reporting under auspices of the National Academy of 

Sciences (2014)



Daedalus 2010



October 2015 Brown University

The growth of incarceration in the united states
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Prison Population Rates in OECD countries and others
Prison population per 100 000 population, in 1992, 2010 and 2016 (or nearest year)

Source: World Prison Brief, Institute for Criminal Policy Research, World Prison Brief (www.prisonstudies.org) 
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One of the important findings is that the over-reliance on incarceration has especially hurt communities of color. There is significant evidence that high rates of incarceration have had strong negative impacts on communities of color, which have been disproportionately affected by imprisonment policies.  In 2010, the imprisonment rate for blacks was 4.6 times that for whites.  This greatly exceeds racial differences for many other common social indicators, from wealth and employment to infant mortality and undermines the sense of fairness U.S. citizens assume to be at the core of our justice system. 



Some Personal Reflections: A Wedding  Party in Chicago in 1948
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